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‘Fireside chat’ focuses on Pope Francis
By Kaihtlyn Schlachter
Special to The Leaven
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Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann leads a “fireside chat” on March 4 at Benedictine College in Atchison. The archbishop discussed the “Francis effect,”
a reference to Pope Francis’ impact on the Catholic Church worldwide.
“This is totally in sync with what
Benedict and John Paul II were also
saying, but I think Francis has a way of
making it capture people’s minds more
because he’s acting it out,” said Archbishop Naumann.
Erin Daugherty, a philosophy and political science double major, brought up
Pope Francis’ stance on women’s roles
in the church and his challenge to engage women in leadership in different
ways than before.
Pope Francis has indicated that the
question of the ordination of women is
not going to be reopened, Archbishop
Naumann said.
“He’s speaking from his own experience in Argentina, and I’m not sure
what his experience was there,” he said.
In the United States, many women
have assumed roles of significant leadership, the archbishop noted.
“The sexes at their best help draw
out what is good and best in one another and part of that comes from respecting the distinctions that there are
between us as male and female — and
the equality,” he added.
Another subject brought up by a stu-

dent was “the Francis effect.” This refers
to the renewed interest in the Catholic
Church by the media and non-Catholics
due to Pope Francis’ immense popularity.
The consensus among the group was
that the “Francis effect” is good, but offers challenges.
“He’s been great for the church, but
he’s a real challenge as a bishop,” said
Archbishop Naumann. “There are a lot
of things that Pope Francis says that you
have to explain.
“But he’s provided us with a lot of
teachable moments because people
are actually interested in figuring [out]
what the pope is saying.”
Pope Francis’ famous “Who am I to
judge?” is a good example, said Archbishop Naumann. The phrase is being
used against Catholics making moral
stances.
“He is saying that we should have
mercy, that we should have compassion, but he’s not saying that there are
no moral rules in the church,” explained
the archbishop.
Minnis brought up how society
seems to say that people can either love
the church or serve others, but can’t do
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TCHISON — The “Francis
effect” — or how Pope Francis is shaking up the Catholic Church and the world —
was the subject of a “fireside chat” led
by Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann at
Benedictine College here on March 4.
For the past few years, Benedictine
College has invited the archbishop to
visit with senior theology and philosophy majors about a designated topic
on which the students have prepared.
Students then gather around a fireplace
with the archbishop to discuss the topic.
The event was inspired by the visit of Cardinal Christoph Schonborn,
archbishop of Vienna, to Benedictine
in 2010. Cardinal Schonborn talked
about how he used to take classes from
then-Cardinal Ratzinger. After graduation, each summer, Cardinal Ratzinger
joined his old students on a retreat that
featured informal discussions on the
theological and philosophical issues of
the day. Even as Pope Benedict XVI, he
continued those retreats.
Archbishop Naumann wanted to create the same kind of experience in the
archdiocese, said Benedictine College
President Stephen Minnis.
“When Pope Benedict got together
with his former students, as Cardinal
Schonborn discussed, it was more of a
give-and-take,” said Minnis. “It wasn’t
an ‘I’m the boss here.’ It was really a discussion among equals, and that’s what
the archbishop was hoping would happen at our place, too.”
The group, comprised of some 40
students and faculty members, discussed America magazine’s interview
with Pope Francis and his legacy.
“It’s a very pertinent subject,” said
Ian O’Hagan, a theology major. Pope
Francis has ruffled feathers and challenged Catholics to gain a better understanding of our faith, he said.
“One of our priests said the other
day, ‘I used to think I was a pretty good
priest until Pope Francis came along,’”
said Archbishop Naumann. “Almost every day, he’s saying something that is
challenging us.”
The group discussed Pope Francis’
emphasis on first showing people that
we care about them and that we see
them as good — then inviting them to
Christ.
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both. The media has portrayed Pope
Francis as valuing the service of others
over loving the church, he said.
Archbishop Naumann explained how
this, too, distorts the pope’s message.
“If we love the church, which means
we love the church’s spouse, Jesus
Christ, our capacity to serve others is
so much greater,” he said. “If we’re true
sons and daughters of the church, true
brothers of Jesus Christ, then we love
humanity more, and we love humanity
for who we, as human beings, truly are.”
At the conclusion of the event, students expressed gratitude for the
chance to visit with the archbishop in
this informal way.
“It really helped to put a lot of my
own personal thoughts into concrete
terms,” said Brigita Rotacy, a philosophy and theology major.
And philosophy major Vladimir
Mauricico-Perez saw Archbishop Naumann’s visit to Atchison as a reflection
of the very closeness to the people that
Pope Francis is encouraging.
“The archbishop’s coming to be here
with us reflects what a shepherd is like,”
he said.
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ANSAS CITY, Kan. — By
day, Dr. Paul Camarata undertakes the most critical of
operations as a leading neurosurgeon in the Kansas City area.
But around the clock, the parishioner of Church of the Nativity in
Leawood is also committed to another vital mission: defending, explaining
and sharing his Catholic faith.
He looks forward to delving deeper
into its riches at the Envoy Institute’s
Catholic Apologetics Academy coming
May 1-4 at Savior Pastoral Center in
Kansas City, Kan.
“Apologetics” is a funny word, he
said, because it doesn’t really have
anything to do with what it probably
sounds like to many people. It’s not
about being sorry.
Instead, the word comes from the
Greek “apologia,” meaning to speak in
defense of something.
“It’s really speaking in defense of
the faith,” said Camarata. “We’re being called more and more to defend
the faith in the workplace, with our
friends.”
So, to him, his practice of neurosurgery goes hand in hand with Catholic
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Camarata, always active in his faith,
felt drawn to study it more deeply after
the death of Pope John Paul II, whom
hitting ever closer to home.
said the archbishop.
he and his wife greatly admired.
Questions come up for Catholics,
He believes it’s important for CathoEventually, he began podcasting, believes Camarata, whether they’re at lics to know their faith for themselves,
creating the widely popular “SaintPatrick Madrid, president of the
work, among friends, or maybe talking but also to share the faith with others
Envoy Institute, addressed severCast.”
to an adult son or daughter who has through answers to questions.
al questions he is frequently asked
He felt himself particularly conmoved away from the faith.
“I think it’s a tremendous opportuniabout the academy.
nected to saints who
That’s why he’s
ty,” he said of the apologetics academy,
were — like him —
helped bring the “because . . . even though people may
• Is this going to be over my
physicians.
academy to the Kannot be doing formal evangelization, we
head?
He was particusas City area, where all have people in our families or in
“The answer is no — no matter
larly touched by the
participants will hear our networks that we talk [with] about
what
your background is, no matter
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you are,” said Madrid. The workshop
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with the ArchdioMadrid, president of
The academy is certainly suited to
starts with the basics and builds up.
Where: Savior Pastoral Cencese of Philadelphia,
the Envoy Institute, priests, deacons and seminarians, said
“We’ve never, ever, ever had anyter, Kansas City, Kan.
but previously archDr. Peter Kreeft, and
Madrid, but the vast majority of people
body say, ‘This was over my head,’”
Tuition:
$355
bishop of Denver,
Kenneth Hensley.
who attend the sessions are laypeople.
he said.
For more details or to regisgave of the martyr
In
explaining
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ter, visit the website at: www.
Franz Jagerstatter a
apologetics, Madrid
or her knowledge of the faith to a deep• Will it really be worth my time?
catholicapologeticsacademy.
few years ago.
pointed
to
Chapter
er level, he said.
“What value should we put on
com. Find the event informa“The gist of the
3, Verses 15-16, of the
Apologetics isn’t about being on the
the call Jesus gives us to preach and
tion under “Events & Registrastory was you can’t
First Letter of Peter, defensive or wagging fingers, but rathteach the faith, to share our faith
tion.”
live a double life,”
which urges Chris- er changing the dynamic, spotting falwith others?” said Madrid. “You’ll
said Camarata, extians to “always be lacies and engaging people in discusget more than your money’s worth
plaining the story of the young man
ready to give a defense to anyone who sions by asking them questions.
if that’s important to you to be an
who had become a devout Catholic and
effective apostle for Jesus.”
asks you for the hope that is in you, but
“They’re very charitable in their
ultimately decided he could not recondo it with gentleness and respect.”
dealings with people of other faiths
• Is it going to be boring?
cile joining the German army with his
“How you communicate the mes- and explaining their Catholicism to
“I guarantee people are going to
faith.
sage to people is almost as important them and why they do the things they
be exhilarated — riveted — by the
“You can’t go to church on Sunday
as the information that you’re giving do,” said Camarata.
faculty,” said Madrid. He considers
and keep your faith there and go to
them,” agreed Archbishop Joseph F.
Camarata is especially pleased that
Dr. Peter Kreeft today’s C.S. Lewis.
work during the week and keep your
Naumann, who encourages local Cath- the setting of the Kansas City area
Madrid said he often hears the
faith silent and not let it impact your olics to attend the academy.
event will allow for Masses and other
phrase
“life-changing” in the comwork or influence your work,” said CaHe spoke with Madrid on his pod- spiritual opportunities.
ments
people
give after an academarata. “And this is what Franz Jagercast, “The Shepherd’s Voice.”
“A weekend like this will be an inmy
ends.
“They’re
going to laugh,
statter finally decided, and was killed
“More and more, we’re living in a credible start to being able to answer
they’re going to learn,” he said. “It’s
for it in Nazi Germany.”
culture that really poses a lot of chal- a lot of questions,” said Camarata. “It
not all work and no play.”
And as he delved deeper into his lenging questions, I think, to Cath- will lead you to delve further and read
own faith, Camarata found that issue
olics and people of faith in general,” more.”
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